Scots Muslim
writer sparks
new Islam row
despite living
under fatwa

SCOTTISH Muslim writer who
received death threats over
his critique of Islam has sparked
a fresh religious row over
claims that recent Isis-inspired
terror attacks are the result
of mosques “misinterpreting”

SPECIAL REPORT
BY PETER SWINDON
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I believe the way to
reduce terrorism is
not by segregating
communities, it is to
take away division

the Koran.

Paigham Mustafa, 58, was accused of spread-
ing “Satanic thoughts” in a fatwa issued by 15
imams in Glasgow after he published a series of
articles questioning mosque teachings, which he
says are based on the Hadith and Sunna, later
Islamic texts written after the Koran, which he

« bathroom suites

« showers & enclosures
« tiles & accessories

* wet rooms

« fitted furniture

» experienced staff

ABERDEEN 01224 335335
DUNDEE 01382 883555
EDINBURGH 0131657 7703
ELGIN 01343 543181
FRASERBURGH 01346 514474
GLASGOW 0141 418 2611

INVERNESS 01463 245502
INVERURIE 01467 629853
KIRKCALDY 01592 653295
KIRKWALL 01856 871282
PERTH 01738 638323
STORNOWAY 01851704046

William Wilson

BATHROOM SHOWROOMS

m www.williamwilson.co.uk n Like us on Facebook

* Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Retail sales only. Sale period Friday 1st
September - Saturday 30th September 2017, Design service does not include home visits.

030917 Culture

claims are “replete with violence, misogyny and
terror”. In the fatwa, which was distributed to
thousands of Muslims in Glasgow in 2001, it was
alleged that Mustafa sought to “damage and de-
stroy the doctrines of Islam” and “inject poison”
into the minds of young people.

He was forced to miss his father’s funeral amid
fears for his safety. He said: “I got a phone call
saying I shouldn’t go or there’d be trouble. That
really scared me. I haven’t been back [to mosque]
since. It’s still not really safe.”

The married father of three later published
The Koran: God’s Message To Mankind, his in-
terpretation of the central religious text of Islam.
A new, updated version of the book has just been
published.

The latest row coincides with this weekend’s
Eid al-Adha celebrations, and the annual Hajj
pilgrimage. Mustafa said: “I believe the way to
reduce terrorism is not by segregating commu-
nities, it is to take away division. The only way
to take away division is to teach the Koran’s true
values. I have had support from all over the world
but I also still get death threats.”

Mustafa’s book has been dismissed by the
Muslim Council of Scotland (MCS) which said
he opposed the “consensus of Muslim scholars
throughout the history of Islam”.

Liaquat Ali of the MCS said: “He is entitled
to his opinion, but not to claim it to be the true
message of the Koran, as understood by famous
scholars of Koran.”

Pakistan-born Mustafa said the Koran has
been “misinterpreted in a very, very big way”. He
said: “Sunnism and Shi’ism [the two major de-
nominations of Islam] have very little to do with
the actual contents of the Koran. The religions
of Sunnism and Shi’ism are cultural. Religion
is about rites and rituals whereas the Koran is
about values. There are no rites and rituals in the
Koran. These are all cultural things which have
arisen since the ninth century because that’s
when Islam came to be defined as a religion rath-
er than a social system.

“If you look at the first 200 years from the time
that Muhammad was there - the Jews, the Chris-
tians, the Arabs - all those communities lived
together. They ate the same food, dressed the
same, spoke the same language and married into
each other’s families. These are the things that
don’t happen now because they’ve separated and
defined themselves as religions, rather than be-
lievers of the values that are in the Koran. Reli-
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gion is there to baffle, control and fleece people.
In separation, there is control and money.”

Mustafa said atrocities such as the recent at-
tack in Barcelona perpetrated by Islamic funda-
mentalists are “partly political”, but are also in-
spired by the Hadith and the Sunna texts.

He explained: “These are written traditions
that have been attributed to Muhammad. Now
these traditions came 200 years after the Koran.
You will see in these books the violence, the ter-
ror, the killing of non-believers - all these things
are there. So, they justify their faith by these
books, not by the Koran. If you look at the Ko-
ran there is no gratuitous violence. I'm not saying
there isn’t violence, but it is in the context of war
and punishment, not in the context of terrorism.

“The Koran says there should be justice for
everyone and no aggression. But the Hadith
and the Sunna are replete with violence, misog-
yny and terror. And these are the doctrines they
preach in the mosques in Glasgow, London, Man-
chester, all over the world.”

OWEVER, Liaquat Ali of the
Muslim Council of Scotland
said neither the Koran nor the
Hadith incite individuals to
commit violence.
He said: “Any verse from
Koran or any saying of the
Prophet related to so-called violence is not an
instruction to individuals. These rules are either
about war, which is strictly the business of the
state, or they are related to punishment, which is
unequivocally directed to the judicial system. If
an individual or a group of individuals pick such
verses of the Koran or Hadith and try to take the
law in their hands, this proves that either they
have not understood the true meaning of the
Sharia law, or are abusing the name of religion
in order to achieve their personal, political goals.”
He said Mustafa is trying to sell more copies of
his book by making outspoken pronouncements.
“Koran was compiled under the supervision of
the Prophet himself. However not all the Hadith
were written during his lifetime. This work was
done by his disciples. Some individuals, at a later
stage, due to political and sectarian differences,
fabricated some sayings and attributed them to
the Prophet. However, the later scholars, through
tremendous scholarly hard work and extensive
checking, successfully compiled authentic ver-
sions of the sayings of the Prophet.”



